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TO  THE  CHAIRMAN  & MEMBERS  OF  THE  MANOR 
OF  ASTON  URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL. 


Gentlemen, 

I beg  to  present  you  with  the  following  Report  on  Aston  Manor 
for  the  year  ending  December  31st,  1894,  being  my  Twenty-second  Annual 
Report. 

I am  very  pleased  to  be  able  to  say  upon  this  occasion  that  the  conditions 
affecting  the  health  of  the  district,  both  general  and  local,  have  been,  on  the 
whole,  of  such  a favourable  nature  that  I am  able  to  present  you  with  an 
Annual  Report  which  is  of  a satisfactory  character  in  contrast  with  the  more 
or  less  unfavourable  ones  of  the  four  immediately  preceding  years  During 
three  consecutive  years,  1887-9,  the  general  death-rate  of  the  district  was  a 
fraction  over  15  per  thousand,  but  during  the  four  following  ones  it  reached  an 
average  of  17  per  thousand,  chiefly  owing  no  doubt  to  the  effects  of  influenza 
upon  the  general  health.  The  actual  number  of  deaths  registered  this  year  is 
1 91  less  than  last,  and  the  death-rate  has  fallen  from  167  to  i4-o,  which  is  a 
lower  one  than  in  any  year  since  my  appointment,  excepting  1885,  when  it 
was  1 3 '9  per  thousand. 

The  following  table  gives  the  birth  and  death-rates  for  Aston  Manor  for 
this  year  and  the  two  which  preceded  it,  also  the  average  rates  for  the  previous 
twenty  years. 


Birth-rate. 

Death-rate. 

Infantile 

Death-rate. 

Zymotic 

Death-rate. 

Average  of  decade,  1872-81  ... 

42-1 

i8'4 

I4'6 

4*° 

„ „ 1882-91  ... 

34'1 

i6‘i 

r4'5 

27 

Year  1892  

32-5 

i6'4 

r5'2 

2-6 

>>  1893  

335 

167 

187 

3'6 

» 1894 

31-° 

i4-o 

13-6 

2 * 1 

The  great  improvement  in  the  general  health  of  the  district  which  these 
figures  betoken,  is  partly  due  to  a participation  in  the  improvement  which  has 
taken  place  in  the  general  health  of  the  country  during  1894,  and  partly  to 
special  local  circumstances.  It  is  true  the  prevalence  of  small-pox  in  the  latter 
half  of  last  and  the  beginning  of  this  year,  and  a severe  outbreak  of  measles  in 
May,  were  unfortunate  in  their  effects,  but  most  of  the  other  disturbing  influ- 
ences which  have  unfavourably  affected  the  health  of  Aston  Manor  in  past 
years,  such  as  summer  diarrhoea,  scarlet  fever,  typhoid  fever,  and  influenza, 
have  been  much  less  active  than  usual  The  principal  factor  in  last  year’s  high 
mortality,  summer  diarrhoea,  which  caused  181  deaths,  has  only  caused  32 
during  the  present  year,  and  the  cold  and  ungenial  summer  of  1894,  like  that 
of  1888,  has,  in  this  respect,  proved  beneficial  to  health. 
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The  diseases  which  affect  children  the  most,  such  as  scarlet  fever,  whoop- 
ing-cough, diphtheria,  and,  during  the  greater  part  of  the  year,  measles  also, 
have  been  below  the  average.  These  favourable  circumstances  have  contributed, 
with  other  causes,  to  greatly  increase  the  attendance  at  the  public  elementary 
schools  of  the  district,  which  have  no  less  than  15,000  children  on  their 
registers.  My  attention  has  been  called  on  several  occasions  to  over-crowding 
in  some  of  them,  and  I hope  the  additional  accommodation  which  the  Aston 
School  Board  have  provided  for  about  a thousand  children  since  my  last 
Report,  will  serve  to  remedy  this,  more  especially  as  the  statistics  of  the  School 
Board  and  the  Census  show  alike  that  there  is  practically  no  increase  taking 
place  in  the  actual  number  of  children  of  school-age,  notwithstanding  the  yearly 
growth  in  the  population.  The  Chairman  of  the  Aston  School  Board,  L.  S. 
Richards,  Esq.,  says,  in  his  annual  address  for  1894 : “The  returns  show  that 
the  school  population  is  almost  stationary,  and  that  increased  accommodation 
is — for  a time  at  any  rate — only  required  to  meet  the  improved  attendance.” 

I have  on  a previous  occasion  drawn  attention  to  the  remarkable  alteration 
in  the  age-distribution  of  the  population  of  Aston  Manor  which  the  continuous 
fall  in  tlie  birth-rate  for  15  or  20  years  has  brought  about,  and  to  the  favourable 
effect  this  has  upon  the  need  for  further  school  accommodation  and  upon  the 
death-rate.  The  following  figures,  taken  from  the  last  two  Census  enumera- 
tions, show  that  in  ten  years  alone  there  was  a decrease  of  38  children  under 
ten  years  of  age  in  every  thousand  persons  in  the  population  of  Aston  Manor. 

Number  of  persons  at  different  ages  per  1,000  in  Aston  Manor,  according 
to  the  Census  of  1 88 1 and  1891. 


Year 

l ' 

Under 

Under 

Under 

Under 

Under 

Under 

At  55  and 

S yean.. 

10  yearn. 

15  year*. 

35  years. 

35  years. 

45  years. 

55  yews. 

upwards. 

1 881  1 

'57 

'3' 

1.0 

191 

»56 

"3 

74 

68 

1 89 1 

127 

123 

1 19 

204 

162 

"3 

78 

74 

I also  gave  a summary  of  the  information  afforded  by  the  last  Census  as 
to  employment  in  Aston  Manor,  showing  that  among  the  32,000  persons  who 
followed  an  occupation  here  there  were  about  24,000  in  whom  it  was  of  an 
industrial  character.  I have  no  doubt  that  the  variety  in  the  kinds  of  occupa- 
tion and  the  regular  employment  which  has  prevailed  here  for  several  years, 
have  contributed  towards  the  attainment  of  the  low  death-rate  of  1 4'o  per 
thousand  in  a dense  working-class  population.  A healthy  site  on  which  each 
family  enjoys  a separate  house  of  two  stories,  with  a constant  supply  of  whole- 
some water,  and  a vigilant  supervision  over  the  sanitary  condition  of  the  dwellings 
help  to  render  Aston  Manor  a model  suburban  place  of  residence  for  the 
industrial  classes.  There  has  not  been  quite  the  usual  expansion  of  the  district 
in  the  last  two  years,  for  although  a considerable  number  of  new  houses  have 
been  built  the  proportion  of  void  houses  has  considerably  increased. 


Population. — The  following  are  the  figures  of  the  last  five  Censuses  as 


applied 

to  Aston  Manor 

Total 

Houses 

Houses 

Inhabited 

No.  of  Persons 
per  inhabited 

Population. 

Year. 

Houses. 

Void. 

Puilding. 

Houses. 

House. 

1851 

...  1,437  ... 

105  . 

..  23  ... 

I>3°9 

...  4-9  ... 

6,426 

1861 

...  3,562  ... 

173  • 

..  45  ... 

3,344 

...  49  ... 

'6,337 

1871 

7,662 

651  . 

..  83  ... 

6,928 

...  49  ... 

33,948 

1881 

...  11,830  ... 

1,158  . 

. 98  ... 

10,583 

...  5-1  ... 

53,842 

1891 

...  14,689  ... 

653  • 

..  147  ... 

13,889 

...  4‘9  ••• 

68,639 
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The  following  are  the  figures  of  the  enumerations  of  the  houses  by  the 
Aston  School  Board  with  which  I have  been  supplied,  and  the  population  as 
calculated  from  them  : — 


Total 

Houses 

Houses 

Inhabited 

Persons 

per 

Estimated 

1890  ... 

Houses. 

Void. 

Building. 

Houses. 

House. 

Population. 

14-703 

•••  633 

...  124  ... 

13.946 

...  4'9  ... 

68,336 

1891  .. 

I4-956 

...  474 

...  51  ... 

14,431 

}J 

70,712 

1892  ... 

*5,353 

••  527 

44  ... 

14,782 

...  ,,  ... 

72,432 

1893  .. 

1 5>63s 

...  749 

12  ... 

14,877 

...  jj  ... 

72,897 

1894  .. 

15,882 

...  792 

...  37  ... 

I5>°53 

...  ,,  ... 

73,759 

The  increase  in  the  number  of  finished  houses  this  year  is  219,  and 
of  occupied  houses  176,  giving  an  estimated  increase  in  the  population  of  862 
persons. 

The  district  has  been  divided  into  nine  wards  instead  of  six  for  the  purpose 
of  electing  twenty-seven  District  Councillors  in  the  place  of  eighteen  members  of 
the  Local  Board,  as  formerly.  The  number  of  persons  now  entitled  to  vote  in  the 
Parliamentary  Borough  of  Aston  Manor  is  11,022,  as  compared  with  10,898  last 
year.  There  has  been  a re-valuation  of  the  whole  district,  and  the  total  rateable 
value  according  to  the  re-assessment  for  the  Poor  Rate  for  1894-5,  was  £2 1 1,35 1, 
and  for  the  District  Rate  for  the  same  year,  167,41  7 . 


Public  Mortuary. — Among  the  many  public  institutions  which  have  either 
been  recently  added  to  the  district  or  are  in  progress,  is  one  which  your  Medical 
Officer  has  advised  for  several  years,  viz.,  a Public  Mortuary.  It  is  intended  to 
be  built  upon  land  belonging  to  the  County  Council,  on  the  site  upon  which  a 
new  county  police  station,  with  public  courts,  &c.,  has  been  completed  and 
opened  during  the  present  year,  and  will  be  under  the  control  of  the  police. 
The  Public  Health  Act  of  1875  throws  the  responsibility  of  providing  Public 
Mortuaries  for  their  districts  upon  Sanitary  Authorities,  and  you  have  already 
resolved  to  contribute  a hundred  pounds  to  its  erection,  and  have  adopted  the 
following  report  from  the  Sanitary  Committee  on  the  subject: — “Your  Committee 
report  that  they  have  received  a communication  from  the  Warwickshire  County 
Council,  enclosing  a copy  of  a resolution  passed  by  that  body,  which  is  to  the 
effect  that  a site  at  the  Aston  Police-court,  suitable  for  the  purpose  of  providing 
a Public  Mortuary,  can  be  found  for  the  Board,  who  will  be  at  liberty  to  erect  a 
Mortuary  there  at  their  expense,  and  that  all  the  costs  and  expenses  of  main- 
taining and  repairing  it  be  paid  by  the  Board,  the  building  to  be  the  property 
of  the  Council,  and  may  at  all  times  be  used  for  other  parts  of  the  county 
outside  Aston  Manor  : and  the  Council  to  have  power  at  any  time,  on  twelve 
months’  previous  written  notice  to  the  Local  Board,  to  take  possession  of  the 
building  without  payment.  Your  Committee  have  instructed  your  Clerk  to 
accept  the  terms,  and  to  convey  to  the  Council  that  there  is  an  implied  under- 
standing that  Aston  will  in  perpetuity  have  the  use  of  the  Mortuary.” 

Reports , 6 “c. — I have  duly  forwarded  copies  of  my  Annual  Report  for 
1893,  and  a special  report  on  the  outbreak  of  measles,  to  the  Local  Government 
Board  and  the  Warwickshire  County  Council.  The  latter  body  have  not  yet 
availed  themselves  of  their  power  of  appointing  a County  Medical  Officer  of 
Health,  but  have,  as  in  previous  years,  employed  Dr.  Bostock  Hill,  their  County 
Analyst,  as  an  expert  to  prepare  a summary  of  the  annual  reports  of  the 
Medical  Officers  of  Health  for  the  sanitary  districts  within  their  jurisdiction. 
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I have  received  a copy  of  his  report  wherein  last  year’s  sanitary  work  in  Aston 
Manor  is  ably  summarised  and  fairly  commented  on,  and  I have  no  doubt  that 
the  opinions  expressed  in  that  summary  influenced  the  County  Council  in 
making  a representation  to  this  Board  concerning  its  policy  in  regard  to  scarlet 
fever  isolation. 

I have  also  forwarded,  as  usual,  weekly  returns  of  notified  cases  of  infectious 
disease  to  the  Local  Government  Board  and  the  County  Council,  on  forms 
provided  by  those  bodies,  and  have  received  in  return  weekly  summaries  for 
the  large  towns  of  the  country  and  for  the  county  districts,  “so  that  Medical 
Officers  of  Health  may  have  before  them  information  showing  where  infectious 
diseases  exist,  and  whence  there  is  danger  of  infection.”  I was  away  again  in 
the  winter,  as  well  as  during  a summer  holiday,  on  account  of  my  health,  on 
which  occasions  you  appointed  my  son,  F.  H May,  D P.H  , as  my  substitute, 
and  his  work  is  included  with  mine  in  this  report. 


PREVENTION  OF  DISEASE. 


The  compulsory  notification  of  infectious  cases  has  worked  satisfactorily 
and  without  friction  during  the  four-and-a-half  years  the  system  has  been  in 
operation  in  this  district.  There  have  been  517  cases  of  infectious  disease 
notified  during  the  present  year  as  compared  with  614  cases  notified  during 
the  previous  one.  Each  of  these  cases  has  been  carefully  investigated  by 
the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  after  a preliminary  report  made  to  him  by 
the  Inspector  of  Nuisances  or  his  assistant,  in  order  to  ascertain  the  cause 
and  distribution  of  the  disease  and  the  measures  desirable  to  be  taken  to 
prevent  its  spread.  In  these  arrangements  the  Medical  Officer  has  continued 
to  act  in  harmony  with  and  to  receive  the  cordial  assistance  of  the  medical 
men  attending  the  cases,  and  this  has  helped  to  make  the  various  measures 
required  to  be  taken,  sometimes  of  an  irksome  nature,  more  acceptable  and 
more  effectual  than  they  would  otherwise  have  been.  He  has  also  visited 
a considerable  number  of  the  cases  in  concert  with  the  medical  attendant. 

The  following  is  a summary  of  the  principal  means  which  have  been 
employed  during  the  year  in  endeavouring  to  prevent  the  spread  of  disease, 
and  further  particulars  as  to  their  application  to  special  diseases  will  be  found 
under  their  respective  names  : — 


Notices  sent  to 
Head  Teachers  of  In- 
fectious Diseases 
among  School  Children 

Houses  fumigated 
with  sulphur  after 
Infectious  Disease. 

Lots  of  Bedding 
and  Clothing  disin- 
fected at 
the  apparatus. 

Premises  stripped 
and  cleansed  after 
infection  on  Medical 
Certificate. 

Cases  sent  to 
Isolation  Hospital. 

33° 

3 54 

332 

261 

208 

The  following  (on  the  following  page)  is  a monthly  table  of  notifications 
received  during  the  present  year,  and  the  totals  for  this  and  two  preceding 
years  : — 


Cases  of  Infectious  Disease  notified  to  the  Medical  Officer  during  each  Month  of  1894, 

and  the  Totals  during  1892  and  1893. 
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Disinfection. — The  systematic  disinfection  of  all  infected  bedding  and 
clothing  has  been  performed  at  the  disinfecting  apparatus,  free  of  charge,  under 
the  superintendence  of  Mr.  Treadaway.  As  the  result  of  past  experience  of  the 
working  of  the  present  apparatus,  I repeat  my  words  in  last  year’s  report,  that 
“ I strongly  advise  the  substitution  of  a steam-disinfecting  apparatus  as  more 
speedy,  more  effectual,  and  more  economical  than  the  present  one.” 

The  following  is  a complete  return  of  the  various  articles  disinfected  at 
the  apparatus  during  the  year  1894,  as  supplied  me  by  Mr.  Treadaway: — 


Districts. 

Handsworth 

I.ots. 

141 

Articles. 

2,631 

Aston  Rural 

. . . 

15 

429 

Sutton  Coldfield  ... 

9 

262 

Aston  Manor 

... 

329 

5.978 

Private 

... 

3 

17 

Total  ... 

. . . 

497 

9,317 

Small  pox.  No  cases  of  small-pox  were  notified  until  the  beginning  of 
1893,  but  126  were  notified  in  that  year,  and  202  during  the  present  one. 
They  were  most  numerous  during  the  last  three  months  of  last  year,  and  the 
first  months  of  this,  after  which  they  gradually  became  less  numerous,  and  there 
were  reasonable  grounds  for  hoping,  at  the  beginning  of  November,  that  this 
visitation  was  practically  at  an  end.  There  was,  however,  a considerable 
increase  in  the  number  of  local  outbreaks  in  that  month,  and  they  have 
continued  with  diminishing  frequency  until  the  end  of  the  year. 

I cannot,  therefore,  regard  the  present  satisfactory  condition  of  Aston 
Manor,  as  regards  this  reduced  prevalence  of  this  disease,  as  permanently 
established,  since  fresh  outbreaks  must  be  anticipated  while  it  still  prevails 
extensively  in  the  immediate  neighbourhood. 

I'he  following  table  gives  lire  number  of  cases  notified  monthly,  and  the 
number  of  these  isolated  in  the  infectious  hospital  during  the  present  year,  all 
of  which  were  admitted  free  of  charge. 


Jnn. 

Feb. 

Mar. 

April  May 

June 

July 

Aug. 

Sep. 

Oct. 

Nov. 

1 )ec. 

Total.  | 

Cases 

Notified. 

20 

33 

48 

29 

12 

3 

7 

10 

8 

6 

l6 

IO 

202 

Removed  to 

Hospital. 

15 

28 

40 

24 

12 

3 

4 

6 

7 

6 

13 

10 

1 68 

Twelve  deaths  occurred  among  the  168  cases  removed  to  the  hospital,  and 
one  among  those  which  remained  at  home,  showing  a total  mortality  for  the 
year  of  13  deaths,  or  6-5  per  cent,  of  the  cases  notified. 

In  a retrospect  of  the  present  epidemic  outbreak  of  small  pox  as  compared 
with  the  two  previous  epidemics  with  which  I have  been  officially  connected  as 
Medical  Officer  of  Health,  the  one  occurring  in  1874-5  and  the  other  in  1883-4, 
there  is  reason  for  congratulation  in  the  fact  that  this  wave  of  infection  has 
so  far  passed  over  the  district  with  comparatively  slight  injurious  results  ; for 
although  there  have  been  numerous  local  outbreaks,  most  of  which  could  be  dis- 
tinctly traced  to  importation,  each  of  these  has  been  limited  and  controlled  and 
generally  confined  to  a single  case,  and  none  exceeded  nine  (in  one  family) 
before  it  was  stamped  out.  I can  therefore  scarcely  regard  the  present  visita- 
tion of  Aston  Manor  as  having  caused  such  an  infection  of  the  district  as  is 
popularly  understood  by  the  term  epidemic,  although  the  result  of  a small-pox 
epidemic  passing  over  the  country. 


I cannot  add  anything  with  advantage  to  the  account  I gave  in  my  last 
annual  report  as  to  the  means  which  were  then  so  diligently  adopted  to  prevent 
its  spread.  The  same  methods  have  been  employed  as  diligently  during  the 
present  year.  In  assigning  the  reasons  for  the  favourable  results  which  have 
followed,  I must  give  the  first  place  to  the  fairly  well  protected  condition  of 
this  community,  owing  to  general  infantile  vaccination,  a condition  for 
which  the  Aston  Union  Board  of  Guardians,  as  the  vaccination  authority, 
deserves  much  credit.  The  law  has  been  enforced  with  much  discretion  during 
the  past  generation,  aud  the  prejudices  and  mis-statements  of  the  anti-vaccina- 
tionists have  never  been  popular  here. 

A second  place  must  be  given  to  the  promptness  and  frequency  with  which 
re-vaccination  has  been  resorted  to  among  persons  exposed  to  infection,  which 
has  to  a large  extent  supplemented  any  want  of  efficient  protection  from 
infantile  vaccination.  Many  medical  men  have  recognised  their  responsibility 
in  this  matter,  and  the  ready  help  of  the  Public  Vaccinator  has  always  been 
available  in  other  cases,  the  Guardians  having  arranged  with  him  for  special 
facilities  for  public  vaccination  and  re-vaccination. 

A third  place  belongs  to  the  early  and  pretty  general  isolation  of  cases  in 
the  hospital  where  they  could  only  come  in  contact  with  persons  who  were 
absolutely  protected  against  it,  also  to  the  systematic  disinfection  of  infected 
premises  and  clothing  which  has  followed 

A number  of  persons  submitted  to  primary  vaccination,  during  the  preva- 
lence of  the  outbreak,  in  whom  it  had  been  neglected  in  infancy,  but  yet  there 
was  a small  though  highly  dangerous  residuum  of  unvaccinated  persons  in  the 
district,  and  18  of  these  contracted  small-pox,  amongst  whom  there  was  a mor- 
tality of  33  per  cent.,  proving  the  virulent  nature  of  small-pox  when  it  runs  its 
natural  course,  even  with  improved  sanitation  and  means  of  treatment. 


Statistics  of  Vaccination. — The  following  table  gives  tbe  age,  vaccination, 
and  mortality  of  the  327  cases  of  small-pox  notified  in  Aston  Manor  during 
the  last  two  years  : — 


Ages. 

Number  of  ca-es 
vaccinated. 

Number  of  deaths. 

Percentage  of  mortality. 

Number  of  cases 
unvaccinated. 

Number  of  deaths. 

Percentage  of  mortality. 

Number  of  cases  stated  1 
to  have  been  vaccinated  } 
but  no  signs.  j 

| Number  of  deaths. 

1 

Percentage  of  mortality. 

Under  1 year  ... 

... 

... 

... 

3 

2 

66 

Between  1 and  5 years.  . 

6 

I 

l6 

... 

>>  5 >>  1S  n 

29 

8 

2 

I 

•• 

yy  yy  25  > f 

ioS 

2 

2 

9 

2 

22 

yy  25  >»  45  yy 

132 

4 

3 

4 

2 

5° 

I 

I 

IOO 

45  years  and  upwards  ... 

24 

I 

4 

I 

I 

IOO 

I 

I 

IOO 

Total  

293 

7 

2 

3' 

IO 

33 

3 

2 

66 

One  case  notified  as  small-pox  was  not  that  disease.  One  mild  case  has  come  to 
my  knowledge  in  whieh  re-vaccination  was  stated  to  have  been  successfully  performed. 
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I also  insert  here  the  following  table  giving  particulars  as  to  vaccination 
in  the  290  cases  of  small-pox  which  came  under  the  Medical  Officer’s 
observation  at  the  Infectious  Hospital  during  the  past  two  years,  and  include 
2S0  removed  from  Aston  Manor,  8 removed  from  the  Aston  Rural  and 
Sutton  Urban  Districts,  and  two  private  cases  : — 


Vaccinated  with  1 mark 

No.  of  Cases. 

26 

No.  of  Deaths. 

I 

Mortality. 

4 pet*  cent. 

„ 2 

J>  ... 

So 

0 

6 „ 

>»  3 

n •* 

104 

I 

I » 

i>  4 

i)  ••• 

41 

2 

5 

>>  5 

n 

34 

»» 

Stated  to  have  been 
but  no  mark 

vaccinated, 

2 

I 

so 

Un  vaccinated 

... 

33 

ro 

. 30  „ 

• 

290 

iS 

6 

In  several  of  these,  re-vaccination  was  concurrent  with  small-pox,  and  there  was 
one  on  which  re- vaccination  had  been  performed  28  years  before. 

It  is  apparent  from  these  tables  that  no  child  under  five,  and  only  29 
persons  under  fifteen,  w'ho  had  been  vaccinated,  however  imperfectly,  caught 
small-pox  during  these  two  years,  also  that  no  death  occurred  among  them, 
and  only  seven  deaths  among  the  264  vaccinated  cases  above  fifteen.  On  the 
other  hand,  8 unvaccinated  children  under  five  caught  small-pox,  and  17  under 
fifteen,  five  of  whom  died,  and  the  total  mortality  among  the  unvaccinated 
cases  nearly  was  a third.  This  is  no  exceptional  experience,  but  that  of  other 
medical  officers  in  whose  districts  outbreaks  have  occurred.  Although  the 
largo  majority  of  vaccinated  persons  in  this  locality  have  more  than  three  marks, 
it  is  significant  that  out  of  255  vaccinated  cases  of  small-pox,  only  75  had  more 
than  three  marks,  of  whom  only  two  died  -one  a consumptive  case,  the  other 
nearly  fifty  ; a proof  that  efficient  infantile  vaccination  gives  a good  protection 
against  both  attacks  and  deaths.  The  exceptional  re-vaccinated  case  shows  the 
ample  protection  given  by  re-vaccination. 


ScarU  t Freer.  The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  cases  of  scarlet 
fever  which  have  been  known  in  this  district  in  each  year  since  1888,  and 
which  since  the  middle  of  1890  have  been  notified  under  the  Compulsory 
Notification  Act : — 


Year. 

No.  of  cases 
of 

Scarlet  l,’cver 
reported. 

No.  of 
infected 
houses. 

No.  of 
Deaths 
registered. 

No.  of  houses 
stripped  and 
disinfected  on 
Medical  Certificate 

No.  of  lots  of 
clothing  and  bed- 
ding disinfected 
at  apparatus. 

No.  of 
cases 
isolated  in 
Hospital. 

Percentage 
of  cases 
isolated. 

1889 

250 

168 

18* 

'S3 

'57 

76 

30 

1890 

478 

335 

18* 

316 

326 

160 

33 

1891 

337 

218 

23* 

236 

242 

124 

37 

1892 

406 

293 

13* 

288 

295 

92 

22 

1893 

214 

176 

6* 

'83 

177 

82 

36 

1S94 

136 

93 

5* 

81 

93 

38 

28 

* Includes  deaths  in  Hospital. 


The  above  record  shows  the  earnest  and  persistent  efforts  made  during 
this  and  the  previous  five  years  to  prevent  the  diffusion  of  this  dangerous 
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infectious  disease.  The  diminution  in  the  number  of  cases  this  year  is  the 
more  noteworthy  as  it  has  been  very  prevalent  during  the  latter  part  of  the  year 
in  the  adjoining  city  of  Birmingham. 

It  is  a source  of  regret  that  the  proportion  of  cases  isolated  at  the  hospital 
has  not  been  larger,  when  it  is  remembered  that  in  this  disease  infection  lingers 
long  after  apparent  convalescence.  There  is,  however,  a process  of  education 
taking  place  among  parents  and  others  as  to  their  duties  to  others  in  regard  to 
it,  and  an  oversight  has  been  maintained  over  the  cases  kept  at  home,  until  such 
time  as  satisfactory  disinfection  has  been  made  in  accordance  with  a medical 
certificate.  The  managers  of  schools  have  also  been  advised  in  one  or  two 
instances  where  a series  of  cases  occurred. 

An  important  and  somewhat  novel  procedure  was  taken  this  year  by  the 
Warwickshire  County  Conncil  in  making  a representation  to  your  Board,  as  to 
the  advisability  of  its  discontinuing  the  plan  of  requiring  a small  weekly  con- 
tribution towards  the  maintenance  of  cases  of  scarlet  fever  (other  than  parish 
patients)  admitted  to  the  hospital.  The  County  Council’s  resolution  was 
considered  at  a meeting  of  the  Sanitary  Committee,  at  which  I was  present  and 
gave  information,  and  the  following  Report  of  the  Committee  was  approved  by 
your  Board  : — 

Your  Committee  report  that  they  have  received  a communication  from 
the  Clerk  to  the  Warwickshire  County  Council,  enclosing  copy  of  a resolution 
passed  by  the  Council  calling  attention  to  that  part  of  your  Medical  Officer’s 
Report  in  which  he  states  that  the  policy  of  requiring  a small  weekly  contribu- 
tion towards  maintenance  of  scarlet-fever  patients  in  the  infectious  hospital  is 
a barrier  to  general  isolation,  and  that  the  Council  were  of  opinion  that  the 
practice  should  be  discontinued.  Your  Committee,  while  not  admitting  the 
right  of  the  County  Council  to  enquire  into  the  circumstances  of  their  hospital 
administration,  have  instructed  your  Clerk  to  inform  the  County  Council  that 
they  are  not  aware  of  any  case  which  has  been  refused  isolation  by  reason  of 
any  payment  being  demanded,  it  being  the  practice  of  the  Committee,  where 
the  patients  cannot  afford  to  make  any  payment  whatever,  to  admit  the  patients 
free  of  charge. 

I may  say  that  I agree  with  this  report  so  far  as  it  goes,  and  do  not  believe 
any  hardship  has  been  inflicted  under  the  present  arrangements.  It  is  only 
right  in  the  abstract  that  parents  should  contribute  according  to  their  means 
towards  the  maintainence  of  their  children  whilst  in  the  hospital;  but  from 
a sanitary  point  of  view  I consider  it  very  desirable  there  should  be  a more 
complete  isolation  of  scarlet-fever  cases,  and  believe  free  admission  would 
greatly  facilitate  their  isolation,  and  be  found  as  practicable  as  the  free  admission 
you  have  adopted  in  cases  of  small-pox. 

The  following  is  a statement  as  to  the  ages  of  those  attacked,  and  of  the 
deaths  from  scarlet  fever  during  the  last  three  years,  including  in  the  deaths 
those  which  occurred  in  the  hospital  among  cases  removed  from  Aston  Manor. 


Ages. 

Cases. 

Deaths. 

1892 

1893 

1894 

1892 

1893 

1894 

Under  5 years  ... 

1 1 2 

58 

32 

6 

2 

3 

From  5 to  10  years  ... 

150 

68 

57 

4 

2 

2 

From  10  to  15  years  ... 

56 

54 

29 

— 

2 

— 

From  15  to  20  years  ... 

27 

20 

8 

2 

— 

— 

At  20  and  upwards 

26 

14 

10 

I 

— 

— 

406 

214 

136 

13 

6 

5 - 

14 


Measles. — There  was  an  epidemic  of  this  disease  in  May,  and  an  unusual 
mortality  in  May  and  June,  and,  in  consequence  of  this,  the  district  has  not 
been  so  fortunate  as  during  last  year,  when  it  was  comparatively  mild  in  its 
prevalence  and  mortality ; but,  with  the  exception  of  the  period  referred  to,  it 
has  been  mild  this  year  also.  There  were  648  instances  of  this  disease  reported 
to  me  by  the  officers  of  the  Aston  School  Board  in  connection  with  children 
attending  Public  Elementary  Schools,  as  compared  with  126  in  1893,  and  the 
number  of  deaths  has  been  53  as  compared  with  15  in  1893. 

In  consequence  of  the  number  of  fresh  cases  at  the  beginning  of  May,  I 
reported  on  the  matter  to  the  Sanitary  Committee,  and  also  sent  special  reports 
to  the  Local  Government  Board  and  the  County  Council,  as  to  the  grounds  on 
which  I had  advocated  the  temporary  closure  of  several  departments  of  the 
Aston  Board  Schools,  in  accordance  with  par.  15  and  16  of  the  Regulations  as 
to  the  duties  of  Medical  Officers  of  Health. 

In  these  reports  1 stated  the  number  of  fresh  cases  and  deaths  which  had 
come  to  my  knowledge  up  to  date,  chiefly  occurring  in  the  neighbourhood  of 
and  in  connection  with  the  infant  departments  at  the  Alfred  Street,  Vicarage 
Road,  and  Gower  Street  Schools,  and  that  I had  conferred  with  the  Chairman 
of  the  Attendance  Committee  ami  t he  officials  of  the  Aston  School  Board,  on 
the  eve  of  the  closing  the  schools  for  the  Whitsuntide  holidays,  and  had  recom- 
mended a week’s  extension  of  the  holidays  in  those  departments.  This  course 
was  adopted  by  the  Aston  School  Board,  and  prior  to  their  re  opening,  as  the 
disease  was  still  prevalent,  1 recommended  they  should  be  kept  closed  another 
week,  and  that  the  Burlington  Street  and  Alma  Street  Infant  Schools  should 
be  closed  also,  and  this  was  also  adopted.  1 was  able  to  report  at  the 
next  meeting  of  the  Sanitary  Committee  a marked  abatement  of  the 
disease,  although  not  in  the  number  of  deaths,  and  that  school  attendance 
had  been  safely  resumed. 

The  following  figures  show  the  number  of  fresh  cases  reported  and  the 
number  of  deaths  during  May  and  June. 


Week  ending. 

Cases  of  Measles  reported 
by  the  School  Officers. 

Deaths  registered  from 
Measles. 

1 894. 

April  25  

24 

1 

May  2 

137 

— 

9 

106 

1 

„ 16*  1 

.»  23*  i 

98 

4 

6 

» 3°  

64 

8 

June  6 

16 

6 

» 13  

31 

4 

>,  20  

23 

8 

..  27  

28 

1 

July  4 

5 

2 

,,  11  

r 

Whitsuntide  Holiday. 


I consider  that  any  danger  of  schools  assisting  in  the  spread  of  measles  is 
almost  confined  to  infant  departments ; only  two  of  the  deaths  from  measles 
this  year  occurred  in  children  over  five  years  of  age. 
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Under  the  present  Code  of  the  education  Department  it  is  compulsory  for 
managers  to  close  schools  for  a specified  time  on  a notice  from  two  members 
of  your  Board,  acting  on  the  advice  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  but  the 
prompt  action  of  the  School  Board  obviated  the  necessity  for  any  such  formality. 

I also  prepared,  and  the  School  Board  adopted,  some  recommendations  to 
head  teachers  in  reference  to  measles  and  other  infectious  diseases  among 
children,  in  addition  to  the  regulations  for  the  guidance  of  head  teachers  in  cases 
of  infectious  diseases,  already  in  force.  I,  at  the  same  time,  communicated  with 
the  managers  of  the  other  public  elementary  schools  in  the  district  to  the 
same  effect. 


Diphtheria. — This  district  has  again  been  able  to  show  a fairly  good  record 
in  regard  to  this  very  dangerous  disease,  which  has  occupied  so  much  public 
attention  lately,  both  as  regards  its  causes  and  its  treatment  The  deaths 
registered  from  diphtheria  and  membranous  croup  during  the  last  three  years 
have  been  2,  5,  and  10  respectively,  and  though  some  allowance  must  be  made 
for  the  cases  removed  for  treatment  to  the  City  Hospitals,  and  dying  there,  the 
above  mortality  of  17  in  relation  to  the  total  number  of  155  cases  of  these 
diseases  notified  in  that  period,  is  a remarkably  low  one,  provided  the  whole  of 
the  cases  notified  are  genuine. 

There  have  been  44  cases  notified  as  diphtheria  and  14  as  membranous 
croup  during  the  present  year,  as  compared  with  47  of  the  former  and  5 of 
the  latter  during  the  previous  year.  The  circumstances  of  each  have  been 
investigated,  and  disinfection  carried  out  in  accordance  with  the  opinion  of  the 
medical  attendant. 


Influenza. — I have  shown  in  my  Annual  Reports  during  the  four  years 
previous  to  this  one,  that  this  disease  with  varying  severity  has  unfavourably 
affected  the  health  of  the  district,  both  as  regards  sickness  and  mortality,  beginning 
with  its  advent  in  epidemic  form  towards  the  end  of  1890.  During  both  this 
and  the  previous  year  the  deaths  directly  assigned  to  influenza,  as  well  as  those 
due  to  its  most  common  complications,  have  become  fewer,  and  there  is  reason  to 
hope  that  we  shall  again  revert  to  the  happy  days  when  an  influenza  and  a 
cold  were  synonymous,  and  dangerous  results  exceptional.  I cannot  say 
that  such  a time  has  yet  arrived,  but  there  have  been  only  6 deaths  this  year 
in  which  it  was  recorded  in  the  death  certificate  as  the  cause,  as  compared 
with  14  in  1893.  The  deaths  from  pneumonia  and  bronchitis  were  227,  as 
compared  with  227  in  1893,  but  these  were  largely  increased  by  the  intense  cold 
in  the  first  week  of  the  present  year.  It  is  impossible,  however,  to  estimate 
the  extent  the  general  health  has  been  depreciated  in  other  directions  than  these 
by  the  active  presence  of  this  disease  during  the  past  five  years. 


Typhoid  Fever. — I reported  last  year  an  increase  in  the  number  of  cases, 
viz.,  from  57  in  the  previous  year  to  121  in  1893,  and  a corresponding  increase 
in  the  mortality.  That  increase  took  place  in  the  months  of  July,  August,  and 
September.  Since  October,  1893,  the  number  of  fresh  cases  has  not  exceeded 
the  average,  but  has  even  fallen  below  it,  and  during  the  present  year  the 
district  has  been  more  free  from  this  disease,  which  so  largely  depends  upon 
unsanitary  surroundings,  than  it  has  been  any  year  since  the  notification  of 
cases  came  into  force.  The  number  of  fresh  cases  this  year,  including  con- 
tinued fever,  has  been  35,  and  of  deaths  6,  as  compared  with  127  cases  and  r8 
deaths  last  year. 
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I reported  fully  the  result  of  the  enquiries  made  last  year  as  to  the  circum- 
stances and  conditions  attending  the  cases,  when  the  outbreak  became  so  marked 
as  to  make  it  probable  that  some  special  local  cause  was  in  operation.  By  the 
elimination  of  other  recognised  causes  which  were  evidently  not  in  operation,  I 
was  obliged  to  assign  it  probably  as  due  to  one  of  two  causes,  and  it  may  be 
that  both  these  were  in  operation.  They  were  either  the  contamination  of  a 
portion  of  the  Aston  water,  .as  supplied  by  the  Birmingham  City  Water  Depart- 
ment, from  sources  of  an  acknowledged  doubtful  character  which  might  have 
escaped  efficient  filtration,  or  that  the  unusual  heat  of  the  summer  of  1893 
caused  an  exceptional  activity  of  the  existing  germs  of  this  disease. 

On  stating  my  views  to  the  officials  of  the  Birmingham  Water  Department, 
they  were  courteously  received,  and  l feel  sure  nothing  was  left  undone  to 
ensure  the  purity  of  the  water  so  vital  to  the  health  of  Birmingham  as  well  as 
Aston  Manor,  and  I observe  that  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  for  the  City  of 
Birmingham  states  in  his  annual  report  for  1893  that  he  made,  on  behalf  of  the 
Water  Department,  148  analyses  of  water  from  the  streams  and  deep  wells  from 
which  the  Corporation  water  is  derived,  and  reported  on  them  month  by  month. 

There  has  been  nothing  exceptional  to  remark  on  in  regard  to  the  typhoid 
cases  which  have  been  notified  during  the  present  year. 

Cholera  and  Diarrhica.  No  instance  of  cholera  or  choleraic  diarrhoea  has 
been  reported  during  the  present  year.  The  question  of  the  application  by 
this  authority  of  the  Notification  Act  temporarily  to  cases  of  diarrhoea  other 
than  infantile,  was  referred  to  me  by  the  Clerk  in  consequence  of  a circular  he 
had  received  from  the  Local  Government  Board  on  the  subject,  but  1 did  not 
advise  that  the  application  of  the  Act  should  be  so  extended,  considering  the 
circumstances  of  time  and  place. 

There  has  been  a greatly  diminished  mortality  from  diarrhoea  during  the 
present  year,  not  only  in  comparison  with  last  year,  when  it  was  unprecedented 
in  amount,  but  also  in  comparison  with  the  average  amount  In  fact  this  year  it 
has  been  lower  than  in  any  previous  year,  amounting  to  only  32. 

The  following  is  a statement  of  the  ages  of  the  deaths  in  this  and  the  two 


previous  years  : 
1892. 

1893. 

1894. 

69 

144 

29 

Infants  under  one  year. 

22 

28 

2 

Between  one  and  five  years. 

1 

8 

— 

Between  five  and  sixty-five  years, 

3 

8 

1 

Above  sixty-five. 

— 

— 

— 

95 

l8l 

32 

The  excessive  and  long-continued  heat  and  drought  during  the  summer  ol 
1893  served  to  explain  the  unprecedented  mortality  that  year  from  diarrhoea, 
and  the  low  average  temperature  which  characterised  the  summer  of  the  present 
year  also  serves  to  explain  its  unusually  small  mortality  from  diarrhoea.  'The 
average  temperatures  of  May,  June,  July,  and  August,  1893,  were  3^3  deg., 
2 * 1 deg.,  2 -5  deg.,  and  4^9  deg.  respectively  above  the  normal  average  of  those 
months,  and  the  average  temperatures  of  May,  June,  August,  and  September, 
1894,  were  4-6  deg.,  2-i  deg.,  2 ‘6  deg.,  and  3‘o  deg.  respectively  below,  that  of 
July  being  0-9  deg.  above.  There  can  be  no  doubt  that  the  extent  to  which 
diarrhoea  prevails  and  its  fatality  are  largely  dependent  upon  the  amount  of 
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summer  heat,  but  it  would  not  be  right  to  assume  that  the  heat  was  the  cause  of 
the  diarrhoea.  That  is  caused  by  insanitary  conditions,  of  which  the  pollution 
of  the  air  and  soil,  from  the  general  prevalence  of  the  midden  system  is  the 
most  conspicuous  here. 

Erysipelas. — There  has  been  no  increase  in  the  number  of  cases  of 
erysipelas  notified  this  year,  nor  in  the  number  of  deaths.  These  numbers  were 
80  and  3,  as  compared  with  83  cases  and  3 deaths  last  year.  Each  case  has 
been  the  subject  of  enquiry  with  the  same  practical  result,  i.e.,  nil.  I should 
advise,  in  the  event  of  further  legislation  in  the  direction  of  making  compulsory 
notification  general,  that  Sanitary  Authorities  should  unite  in  an  effort  to  get 
erysipelas  omitted  from  the  schedule  of  diseases  whose  notification " is 
compulsory. 

Puerperal  Fever. — The  number  of  these  cases  has  been  smaller  than  last 
year,  when  they  were  the  subject  of  my  special  attention.  Two  deaths  in 
child-bed  were  certified  as  caused  by  small-pox,  and  possibly  that  disease  has 
caused  others,  for  it  has  occasioned  several  premature  births  and  miscarriages 
owing  to  the  receptivity  of  pregnant  women  to  the  small-pox  infection.  Each 
case  has  been  investigated  and  measures  of  disinfection  taken.  Medical  men 
appear  to  have  recognised  more  fully  that  it  is  necessary  to  notify  acute 
inflammations  complicating  puerperal  cases,  such  as  “metritis”  and  “peritonitis.” 


INFECTIOUS  HOSPITAL. 

The  present  hospital  was  established  in  1885,  on  a part  of  a site  of  four 
acres,  purchased  by  a loan,  with  the  approval  of  the  Local  Government  Board, 
for  the  isolation  of  small-pox  and  scarlet  fever.  No  permanent  accommodation 
was  then  provided  for  small-pox  cases,  as  you  had  a supply  of  tents  for  the 
purpose.  When  the  isolation  of  cases  of  these  diseases  was  undertaken  by  you, 
in  the  following  year,  from  the  large  and  populous  area,  now  the  Sutton  Urban 
and  Aston  Rural  Districts,  the  original  site  was  supplemented  by  another  site  of 
one  acre,  separated  from  it  by  the  highway,  and  with  some  buildings  upon  it, 
leased  from  the  Rural  Authority. 

No  permanent  accommodation  for  small-pox  was  required  until  1893,  and 
in  the  meantime  experience  had  shown  that  there  was  a special  danger  in  small- 
pox infection  being  liable  to  be  carried  for  a considerable  distance  through  the 
air ; and,  as  I reported  last  year,  the  Local  Government  Board,  on  that  ground 
alone,  refused  to  sanction  a loan  for  the  erection  of  a small-pox  department 
on  the  original  hospital  site. 

As  the  need  for  accommodation  for  small-pox  cases  proved  urgent,  you 
had  no  alternative  but  to  use  a detached  pavilion  of  the  scarlet-fever  hospital 
for  the  purpose  of  isolating  small-pox  cases,  and  subsequently  you  erected  a 
new  pavilion  on  the  detached  site  leased  from  the  Rural  Authority,  which  has 
tided  satisfactorily  over  the  present  epidemic,  and  allowed  the  scarlet-fever 
pavilion,  which  had  been  temporarily  appropriated,  to  be  restored  to  its  original 
purpose.  I am  pleased  to  say  that,  in  regard  to  the  risk  of  aerial  infection,  being 
forewarned  has  proved  to  be  forearmed,  and  the  precautions  taken  have 
been  sufficient  to  prevent  any  communication  of  the  two  diseases  during  the 
two  years  they  have  been  treated  in  proximity. 
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The  present  small-pox  hospital  is  sufficiently  detached  to  prevent  any  ordinary 
danger  of  contact  from  two  infectious  diseases,  having  its  own  kitchen,  laundry, 
and  mortuary,  and  is  otherwise  suitable  for  its  purpose,  and  remote  from  houses  ; 
but  in  the  face  of  the  accumulated  evidence  in  support  of  the  theory  of  aerial 
conveyance  of  the  infection  of  small-pox,  the  serious  question  is  now  having 
your  consideration  whether  you  ought  not  to  make  arrangements  as  soon  as 
practicable  for  the  transfer  of  the  small-pox  hospital  to  a new  site,  at  such  a 
considerable  distance  from  the  present  scarlet-fever  one  as  would  obviate  all 
risk  of  aerial  infection.  The  past  experience  of  the  Local  Board  has  taught  it, 
on  the  one  hand,  the  great  difficulty  of  obtaining  such  a site,  and,  on  the  other 
hand,  the  great  disadvantage  of  not  having  proper  means  of  isolation  in  readi- 
ness. There  is  also  the  further  consideration  that  should  compulsory  vaccina- 
tion ever  be  abolished,  isolation  will  have  to  play  a much  larger  part  in  any 
future  epidemic  than  in  this  one. 

The  arrangements  for  the  isolation  of  cases  of  small-pox  and  scarlet  fever 
at  the  hospital  have  continued  under  the  control  of  the  Hospital  Committee, 
whose  meetings  are  attended  by  the  Medical  Officer,  and  to  which  Mr.  Black, 
the  Resident  Superintendent,  reports.  1 am  pleased  to  again  bear  testimony 
to  his  attention  to  the  interests  of  the  hospital,  and  the  welfare  of  the  inmates, 
and  you  have  acknowledged  your  appreciation  of  his  services  during  the  small- 
pox outbreak  by  a special  gratuity.  My  deputy,  F.  H.  May,  has  again  assisted 
me  in  the  professional  charge  of  the  patients. 

I’he  following  is  a table  of  the  cases  admitted  to  the  hospital  since 
it  was  opened  : 


Year. 

Anton 

Manor. 

Anton 

Rural. 

Sul  Ion. 

Snltlcy. 

Birming- 

ham. 

Work- 

house. 

Other. 

Total. 

1885 

9 

I 

— . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

IO 

1886 

'4 

I 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

15 

1887 

21 

— 

b 

— 

— 

— 

— 

28 

188S 

17 

7 

23 

— 

— 

>7 

2 

66 

1889 

76 

7 

8 

16 

23 

20 

2 

>52 

1890 

160 

44 

8 

9 

20 

24 

I 

266 

1891 

124 

13 

6S 

‘7 

— 

3 

2 

224 

1892 

92 

8 

7 

— 

I I 

2 

120 

1893 

194 

20 

3 

— 

I 

2 

220 

1894 

208 

31 

7 

4 

3 

253 

The  number  of  cases  notified  as  scarlet  fever  which  have  been  admitted  to 
the  hospital  during  the  year  was  74,  as  compared  with  107  last  year.  Of  these 
38  were  admitted  from  Aston  Manor,  30  from  the  Aston  Rural  District,  in- 
cluding the  Workhouse,  and  5 from  the  Sutton  Coldfield  Urban  District. 
There  were  8 cases  remaining  in  the  hospital  at  the  close  of  last  year,  2 died 
in  the  hospital,  62  were  discharged,  and  there  are  18  remaining  at  the  close 
of  the  present  year.  The  disease  has  been  of  a mild  type,  and  serious 
complications  have  been  rare. 

The  number  of  cases  of  small-pox  admitted  to  the  hospital  during  the  year 
has  been  177,  as  compared  with  1 13  last  year.  Of  these  168  were  admitted  from 
Aston  Manor,  5 from  Aston  Rural  District  (none  from  the  Workhouse),  and 
2 from  the  Sutton  Urban  District.  There  were  15  cases  remaining  at  the  close 
of  last  year,  168  have  been  discharged,  13  have  died,  and  there  are  11 
remaining  in  the  hospital  at  the  close  of  the  present  year.  All  persons  not 


T9 


already  protected  on  the  staff  have  been  re- vaccinated,  and  no  members  of  it 
has  contracted  the  disease.  Two  cases  also  were  admitted  which  proved  to  be 
chicken-pox. 


SANITARY  WORK  AND  SUPERVISION. 

The  Medical  Officer  of  Health  has  attended  the  monthly  meetings  of  the 
Sanitary  Committee  and  reported  as  to  his  proceedings,  the  measures  required 
for  the  improvement  of  the  public  health,  and  the  sickness  and  mortality  of  the 
district ; also  concerning  a number  of  nuisances  which  he  has  inspected  or  in 
which  his  intervention  appeared  desirable 

The  Inspector  of  Nuisances,  Mr.  Bolt,  has  also  attended  the  Committee 
meetings  and  reported  his  proceedings  and  obtained  authority  for  his  actions. 
The  Medical  Officer,  who  has  been  in  daily  conference  with  him,  takes  this 
opportunity  of  testifying  as  to  the  zeal  and  ability  with  which  the  duties  of  his 
department  are  performed,  and  your  Board  has  shown  its  appreciation  of  his 
services  during  the  small-pox  outbreak  by  giving  him  a special  gratuity. 


House  Inspection. — The  usual  house-to-house  inspection  of  a portion  of  the 
district,  which  was  intermitted  last  year  in  consequence  of  the  pressure  of  other 
work  on  the  staff,  has  been  resumed  this  year.  The  following  is  a summary  of 
the  Inspector’s  report  as  to  the  the  number  and  condition  of  the  houses 
inspected  and  the  nuisances  discovered  and  abated  in  connection  with  them  : — 


No.  of 

Houses  Visited. 

Class  of 
Houses. 

No.  of  houses 
Supplied  with 
Water  from 

No.  of  Privies. 

No.  of  Middens. 

No.  of 

Water  Closets. 

Nuisances  Discovered  and  Abated. 

Through. 

Back-to-Back. 

Tap. 

Pump. 

Houses  requiring 
Disconnection. 

Middens  requiring 
Reconstruction. 

Defective  Drains. 

Filthy  Houses. 

Filthy  Privies. 

Dilapidated 

Buildings. 

Animals  kept  as  a 
Nuisance. 

Others. 

Total. 

209 

93 

111! 

103 

10 

133 

97 

11 

0 

8 

43 

21 

38 

31 

1 

4 

152 

The  systematic  inspection  of  houses,  where  infectious  disease  is  notified, 
has  been  carried  out  by  the  Inspector,  and,  where  it  appears  desirable,  by  the 
Medical  Officer;  and,  as  a consequence,  portions  of  261  infected  houses  have 
been  stripped  and  cleansed  under  the  authority  of  the  Clerk,  without  any  resort 
to  legal  proceedings,  and  many  instances  of  nuisances  of  a structural  character 
have  been  discovered  and  abated  This  year  1,927  preliminary  notices, 
requiring  the  abatement  of  nuisances  in  connection  with  6,085  dwelling-houses, 
have  been  served,  as  compared  with  1,728  notices  in  connection  with  5,728 
houses  last  year.  Particulars  concerning  them  are  contained  in  the  summary 
of  the  Inspector’s  report  printed  at  the  end  of  this  report,  and  they  show  the 
small  extent  to  which  legal  proceedings  have  been  required.  No  action  has 
appeared  desirable  under  the  Housing  of  the  Working  Classes  Act  this  year. 
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Workshops  and  Bakehouses. — The  register  of  Workshops  in  the  district 
which  was  instituted  in  1892,  with  particulars  concerning  each,  lias  been 
maintained.  I have  had  notice  from  H.  M.  Inspector  of  several  fresh  work- 
shops. There  are  now  300  workshops  and  94  bakehouses  on  the  registers, 
each  of  which  has  been  visited  by  the  Inspector,  and  45  notices  have  been  served 
to  abate  nuisances  in  connection  with  them.  Mr.  Knyvett,  H.  M.  Inspector  of 
Factories,  says  in  his  report  for  1 893,  that  “ the  inspection  of  workshops  by  the 
Sanitary  Authorities  in  my  district  is,  I think,  on  a fairly  satisfactory  footing. 
The  local  authorities  of  Birmingham  and  Aston  carry  out  their  new  duties  of 
inspection  very  thoroughly,  but  I cannot  say  the  same  of  my  country  districts.” 


Slaughterhouses  and  Cowsheds,  Dairies  and  Milkshops. — The  registers  of 
Slaughterhouses,  and  of  the  Dairymen,  Cowkeepers,  and  Milk  Purveyors,  the 
one  required  by  the  Bye-laws,  the  other  by  the  Order  of  1885,  have  been 
maintained.  The  slaughterhouse  register  has  remained  with  39  names,  neither 
more  nor  less  for  several  years  There  are  still  10  cowkeepers  on  the  register, 
and  357  milk  purveyors,  but  the  number  is  constantly  changing.  The  Inspector 
reports  553  visits  made  to  slaughterhouses,  and  an  average  of  two  visits  to 
each  of  the  milkshops  and  cowsheds. 


Offensive  Trades  Only  one  business  of  this  nature  has  required  anyattention 
during  the  year,  viz.,  a bone  boiling  and  bone  digesting  business  for  the  making 
of  bone  manure.  The  premises  are  partly  in  Aston  Manor  and  partly  in  the 
City  of  Birmingham,  and  as  its  situation  in  two  districts  was  felt  to  be  a diffi- 
culty in  1887  when  it  was  first  established,  there  was  a conference  of  members 
of  the  Markets  and  Fairs  Committee  of  the  City,  and  of  members  of  your 
Committee,  when  it  was  agreed  that  the  bone  boiling  and  digesting  portion  of 
the  business  should  only  be  carried  on  in  the  part  situated  in  this  district,  and 
eventually  your  sanction  was  given  in  accordance  with  an  agreement  based  on 
the  Model  Bye  laws. 

A memorial  complaining  of  a nuisance  from  these  works  signed  by  over  a 
hundred  persons  was  laid  before  your  Sanitary  Committee  in  June  of  the 
present  year,  and  another  memorial  to  the  contrary,  equally  numerously  signed. 
1 also  presented  a report,  the  result  of  my  inspection,  as  to  the  appropriate 
means  of  preventing  the  alleged  nuisance.  The  matter  was  referred  to  the 
Medical  Officer  for  further  observation  and  report,  and  in  October  I was  able 
to  report  that  the  general  opinion  in  the  neighbourhood  of  the  works  was  that 
the  nuisance  was  much  less,  and  that  in  my  opinion  the  business  was  then  con- 
ducted with  reasonable  care,  whereupon  the  minute  was  discharged. 


Smoke. — The  nuisance  arising  from  the  smoke  of  factory  chimneys  is  very 
serious  in  Aston  Manor,  and  the  result  of  98  observations  made  by  the 
Inspector,  and  reported  by  him,  is  that  in  15  instances  they  issued  black  smoke 
for  over  12  minutes  in  the  hour,  and  15  notices  have  been  served,  but  you  have 
authorised  no  prosecution  during  the  year. 
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SANITARY  STATE  OF  THE  DISTRICT. 

Under  this  head  the  Medical  Officer  has  an  opportunity  of  stating  some  of 
the  facts  which  come  under  his  observation  concerning  the  water  and  food 
supply  of  his  district,  the  mode  of  house  construction,  the  arrangements  for 
the  storage  and  removal  of  excremental  and  other  refuse,  the  state  of  the 
sewers,  and  other  matters  belonging  to  the  sanitary  state  of  his  district  generally. 


Netv  Houses. — The  superintendence  of  the  plans  for  new  houses  and  other 
buildings,  and  of  their  construction,  which  is  in  the  hands  of  the  Surveyor,  has 
been  referred  to  fully  in  previous  reports,  and  I have,  as  usual,  had  opportunities 
of  inspecting  the  plans  submitted  for  approval,  and  making  suggestions  as  to 
their  sanitary  arrangements. 

I have  received  from  the  Surveyor  the  following  figures,  showing  the 
number  of  houses  and  other  buildings  for  which  plans  have  been  approved 
during  the  year,  as  well  as  the  number  of  new  houses  and  other  buildings 
completed  and  inspected  by  him. 


Year. 

New  Houses  for 
which  plans  have 
been  approved. 

Other  Buildings. 

New  Houses 
completed  and 
inspected. 

Other  Buildings. 

i8ss 

466 

42 

253 

62 

18S9 

481 

113 

512 

109 

1890 

527 

IOI 

472 

I IO 

1891 

469 

63 

370 

64 

1892 

344 

87 

452 

75 

1893 

396 

45 

322 

45 

1894 

169 

97 

176 

62 

It  will  be  seen  that  there  is  a considerable  decline  in  the  number  of  new 
houses  completed  this  year. 

For  the  last  six  or  seven  years  nearly  all  the  new  houses  erected  in  the 
district  have  been  supplied  with  W.C.’s  and  dry  ash-pits,  instead  of  the  privy 
and  midden  arrangement  which  once  was  in  general  use,  and  still  prevails  in 
older  houses,  although  it  is  gradually  becoming  replaced  by  the  water-carriage 
system.  The  Surveyor  reports  that  215  new  W.C.’s  have  been  erected  during 
this  year,  and  the  Inspector  reports  that  139  of  the  old  privies  and  middens  have 
been  altered  to  water-closets  and  dry  ash-pits.  Although  this  substitution  is 
steadily  progressing,  I do  not  consider  it  is  being  effected  to  the  extent  its 
importance  demands,  considering  how  readily  the  accumulation  of  excrement 
in  the  close  neighbourhood  of  dwellings  lends  itself  to  the  dissemination  of 
typhoid  fever  and  diarrhoea.  Its  importance  is  better  recognised  in  some 
places,  e.g.,  Sheffield,  where  one-third  of  the  cost  of  conversion  was  at  first  paid 
out  of  the  rates,  and  subsequently  by  its  obtaining  sanction  to  borrow  £'90,000 
for  the  purposes  of  conversion.  This  year’s  precept  of  the  Drainage  Board  for 
treating  the  sewage  of  this  district,  at  the  outlet,  amounts  to  ,£3,200,  and  in 
addition  the  estimated  cost  of  dealing  with  the  night-soil  and  house  refuse  of 
the  district  is  ,£2,750. 
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The  work  of  making  a new  street  has  been  proceeded  with,  according  to 
an  approved  plan,  on  a portion  of  land,  which  includes  the  site,  concerning 
which  I reported  last  year  that  it  was  unfit  for  building,  being  part  of  a recent 
tip,  and  containing  a great  deal  of  undecomposed  animal  and  vegetable  matter. 
You  successfully  instituted  a prosecution  against  the  builder  of  some  houses 
upon  it  last  year,  and  at  the  request  of  the  Surveyor  I visited  the  spot  in  July 
this  year,  and  examined  three  samples  of  the  ground  which  he  supplied  me, 
and  reported  to  the  Highway  Committee  that  the  soil  still  contained  a large 
amount  of  undecomposed  animal  and  vegetable  matter,  and  that  it  would  be 
injurious  to  the  health  of  the  residents  to  build  dwelling-houses  on  that  site  at 
present. 

Servers. — 1 referred  in  my  last  annual  report  to  the  fact  that  the  constituent 
district  of  Smethwick  was  urging  a claim  to  the  joint  use  of  the  intercepting 
sewer  No.  2,  and  the  outfall  sewer  of  the  Aston  Manor,  Handsworth,  and 
Aston  Rural  districts,  to  send  the  main  portion  of  its  sewage  to  the  outfall 
works  of  the  Tame  and  Rea  District  Drainage  Board.  A protracted  enquiry 
during  the  present  year  by  the  Drainage  Board  has  resulted  in  Smethwick 
establishing  its  claim  A lengthy  arbitration  followed,  and  it  has  been  mutually 
agreed  that  Smethwick  shall  pay  a capital  sum  of  ^12,000  for  the  joint 
ownership  and  use  of  these  sewers. 

Some  works,  described  in  my  last  report,  on  the  Hockley  Brook,  which 
is  the  natural  outlet  for  the  storm  water,  are  calculated  to  give  relief  to 
these  sewers  when  in  flood,  and  are  making  progress  under  the  Surveyor’s 
superintendence.  No  serious  defects  have  been  observable  in  the  system  of 
sewers  which  is  universally  applied  in  this  district,  and  the  arrangements  for 
ventilation  have  appeared  to  me  sufficient. 


Night  Soil  and  House  Refuse  Disposal. — The  report  of  Mr.  Treadaway,  the 
Superintendent  of  this  department,  which  is  annexed  to  this  report,  shows  that 
tin-  amount  of  night  soil  required  to  be  removed  continues  to  decrease,  being 
even  less  than  last  year,  when  it  was  unusually  low.  The  number  of  loads 
removed  by  night  this  year  was  14,51 1,  as  compared  with  14,868  last  year,  and 
the  number  removed  by  day  from  dry  ashpits,  &c , was  6 072,  as  compared 
with  5,050  last  year.  The  increasing  proportion  which  the  latter  bears  to  the 
former  is  a matter  for  congratulation.  The  eight-celled  destructor  has  been 
able  so  far  to  satisfactorily  overtake  the  work  of  consuming  and  reducing  to  ash 
and  clinker  such  of  the  refuse  as  is  not  disposed  of  for  manure. 


Water  Supply.  The  water  supply  of  almost  every  house  in  the  district  is 
now  furnished  by  the  city  of  Birmingham,  and  has  apparently  been  satisfactory 
this  year.  There  are  still  a few  houses  in  the  district  supplied  with  pumps 
attached  to  shallow  wells,  and  I have  examined  8 samples  from  these  and  found 
them,  as  might  be  expected,  showing  much  hardness  and  impurity.  In  one 
instance,  a preliminary  notice  was  served  to  close  the  well,  in  consequence  of 
the  water  being  so  polluted  as  to  be  injurious  to  health,  and  the  city  water  has 
been  supplied 

Food  Supply. — Very  few  seizures  of  bad  meat  or  provisions  unfit  for  food 
have  been  made  in  this  district  of  late  years.  This  might  arise  either  from  the 
want  of  an  efficient  supervision  over  the  food  supply,  or  because  the  supervision 
was  known  to  be  so  vigilant  that  no  butcher  or  provision  dealer  dare  attempt 
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to  expose  any  such  food  for  sale.  I think  there  can  be  no  doubt  that  the  latter 
is  the  case  in  Aston  Manor  The  Inspector  reports  having  made  871  visits  of 
inspection  to  shops  during  1894. 

Food  Adulteration. — The  provisions  of  the  Food  and  Drugs  Acts  are 
also  zealously  enforced  in  this  district,  and  the  extent  to  which  they  have  been 
exercised  is  set  forth  in  the  summary  of  the  Inspector’s  report.  The  total 
number  of  samples  taken  by  the  Inspector  and  submitted  for  analysis  to 
Dr  Bostock  Hill,  the  Public  Analyst  for  the  County,  was  220,  which  is  about 
the  average  number  taken  during  each  of  the  last  eleven  years. 

There  were  154  samples  of  milk  taken,  of  which  8 were  certified  as  adul- 
terated, either  by  the  addition  of  water  or  skim  milk  or  by  the  abstraction  of 
cream,  equal  to  5^2  per  cent,  of  the  samples  taken,  as  compared  with  11  per 
cent,  last  year  in  Aston  Manor  and  i3-6  per  cent,  for  the  country  generally. 

The  sellers  were  cautioned  in  6 instances,  and  in  two  others  prosecutions 
were  authorised  and  one  conviction  obtained  and  a small  fine  imposed. 

A great,  if  not  the  greatest,  blot  upon  the  character  of  the  food-supply  in 
this  district  has  been  the  extent  to  which  margarine  has  been  foisted  on  the 
public  for  genuine  butter,  but  this  appears  to  have  been  checked'  by  your 
action.  In  1893  there  were  62  samples  of  supposed  butter  taken  for  analysis, 
and  12  prosecutions  were  successfully  instituted  for  selling  or  exposing  mar- 
garine for  butter.  This  year  34  samples  have  been  taken,  and  one  was 
found  adulterated. 


VITAL  STATISTICS. 

The  estimated  population  of  Aston  Manor  for  1894  is  73,328,  which  is  the 
mean  between  the  estimated  population  at  the  end  of  1893,  viz.,  72,897,  and 
the  estimated  population  at  the  end  of  1894,  viz.,  73,759. 

Upon  this  basis  the  following  birth  and  death-rates  are  calculated  from  the 
weekly  returns  of  births  and  deaths  supplied  by  Mr  Ingall,  the  Registrar  of 
Births  and  Deaths  for  the  Aston  Manor  registration  sub-district. 


Births. — There  were  2,271  births  registered  in  Aston  Manor  during  the 
year,  viz.,  1,162  males  and  i,ic9  females,  as  compared  with  2,434  during  1893, 
viz.,  1,213  males  and  1,221  females,  being  a decrease  this  year  of  163  births. 

After  a steady  decline  in  the  birth-rate  for  fifteen  years,  viz.,  from  43^8  in 
1890  to  3 1 -4  in  1890,  it  showed  a tendency  to  rise  for  three  years,  and  the 
birth-rate  for  1893  was  33‘5-  The  birth  rate  for  the  present  year  is  3i'o  or  o-4 
lower  than  the  lowest  point'ever  reached,  and  2 ‘5  lower  than  that  of  last  year. 


Deaths. — There  have  been  1,026  deaths  registered  in  the  district  during 
1894,  viz.,  523  males  and  503  females,  as  compared  with  1,217  deaths  during 
1893,  viz.,  605  males  and  612  females.  This  is  a decrease  of  191.  The 
general  death-rate  for  the  year  is  14-0,  which  is  2'2  lower  than  the  average  of  the 
last  twelve  years.  The  chief  cause  of  the  present  reduction  is,  as  I have  already 
explained,  the  decrease  in  the  deaths  from  diarrhoea,  but  there  has  also  been  a 
decrease  in  other  diseased  conditions  of  infants  which  are  prevalent  in  hot 
weather,  such  as  are  called  marasmus,  premature  birth,  gastro-entritis,  &c. 
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The  diseases  which  have  been  the  cause  of  death,  and  the  number  from 
each  cause  at  seven  different  periods  of  life,  and  the  total  number  from  each 
cause  during  the  present  year  and  the  previous  one,  are  set  forth  in  a table  on 
pages  26  and  27  at  the  end  of  this  report. 

It  must  be  taken  into  account,  in  comparing  the  favourable  death-rate  of 
this  district  with  other  places,  that  a number  of  deaths  of  persons  belonging  to 
Aston  Manor  occur  in  public  institutions  outside.  There  were  45  deaths  of 
persons  admitted  to  the  workhouse  from  Aston  Manor,  and  13  deaths  at  the 
infectious  hospital,  both  of  which  are  outside  the  district. 

The  following  table  gives  the  number  of  deaths  at  different  periods  of  life 
during  the  last  two  years,  and  shows  how  much  more  favourable  this  year  has 
been  to  infant  life  : — 


Males. 

Females. 

Totals. 

1893. 

1894. 

1893. 

1894. 

1893. 

1894. 

Under  1 year 

246 

175 

211 

13s 

457 

310 

From  1 to  5 years  

68 

78 

79 

81 

147 

159 

» 5 to  >5  ..  

13 

14 

19 

18 

32 

32 

IS  to  25  ..  

25 

18 

25 

26 

50 

44 

..  25  to  60  

173 

157 

166 

1 6.S 

339 

322 

At  60  and  upwards  

80 

81 

I 12 

78 

192 

159 

605 

523 

612 

5°3 

1,217 

1,026 

Infantile  Death  rate. — The  infantile  death-rate,  or  proportion  of  deaths 
under  a year  to  the  number  of  infants  born  in  the  year  is  13  6,  which  is  5T 
lower  than  last  year,  when  it  was  187,  and  r 3 lower  than  the  average  of  the 
previous  twelve  years. 

Zymotic  Death-rate. — The  number  of  deaths  from  the  seven  principal 
Zymotic  diseases  was  1 5 1,  as  compared  with  259  last  year,  and  the  Zymotic 
death-rate  was  2-i,  as  compared  with  3-6  last  year. 

Uncertified  Deaths  and  Inquests  — Aston  Manor  does  not  take  a good 
place  among  other  towns  in  respect  of  the  large  number  of  deaths  registered 
without  any  medical  certificate  as  to  the  cause.  1 am  of  opinion  that  it  is 
desirable  in  such  cases  the  coroner  should  have  the  power  and  the  means  of 
employing  a medical  assessor,  who  should  investigate  and  report  to  him  as  to 
the  cause  of  death,  which  should  be  furnished  to  the  Registrar,  in  cases  where 
he  does  not  consider  it  advisable  to  hold  an  inquest.  There  were  50  deaths 
this  year  as  compared  with  67  last  year  which  were  uncertified,  including  7 of 
infants  accidentally  suffocated  in  bed,  8 from  convulsions,  4 from  measles,  3 
from  phthisis,  6 from  heart  affection,  and  so  on  ; in  all  of  these  the  cause  was 
given  according  to  the  best  information  the  Registrar  could  obtain.  There 
were  also  24  inquest  cases. 

This  district  now  enters  upon  a new  phase,  with  an  altered  form  of  Local 
Government,  consisting  of  twenty-seven  Urban  District  Councillors  elected 
by  ballot,  in  place  of  eighteen  members  of  a Local  Board  elected  by  voting 
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papers.  The  introduction  of  a considerable  number  of  fresh  men  to  take  a 
share  in  the  sanitary  and  general  government  of  this  populous  urban  district 
must  be  attended  with  some  changes,  which  I have  no  doubt  will  be  of 
advantage. 

I should  be  ungrateful  if  I did  not  recognise  and  acknowledge  the 
consideration,  not  only  which  I have  personally  received  from  the  members  of 
the  old  Board  for  the  last  twenty-two  years,  but  also  which  has  been  shown  by 
them  to  my  advice  and  opinions  as  expressed  in  Committee,  and  in  these 
annual  reports,  and  I am  very  pleased  that  I have  the  opportunity  still  to  serve 
as  the  responsible  sanitary  adviser  of  the  new  Urban  District  Council  of  Aston 
Manor. 


I remain,  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

HENRY  MAY. 


December  31st,  1894. 
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Deaths  Registered  in  Aston  Manor.  Classified  according  to 


Diseases  and  Ages. 


ISM. 

0-1 

Year 

1-5 

5-15 

15-25 

25-45 

45-05 

05  & 
Upw’ds 

To 

1S94 

lal. 

1803 

I- — Specific  Febrile,  or  Zymotic  Diseases- 

Miasmatic  Diseases. 

1 

Smallpox 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

1 

Measles 

11 

40 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

58 

15 

Scarlet  Fever 

— 

2 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

4 

5 

Typhus  Fever  

— 

— 

— 



— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Whooping  Cough  . . 

12 

20 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

32 

86 

Diphtheria 

— 

8 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

4 

8 

Simple,  Continued,  or  Ill-defined  Fever 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

Enteric  or  Typhoid  Fever 

— 

— 

— 

2 

S 

1 

— 

0 

10 

Influenza 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1 

3 

1 

0 

14 

Membranous  Croup 

— 

5 

i 

— 

— 

— 

— 

0 

Other  Miasmatic  Diseases  

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

- • 

Diarrhieal  Diseases. 

■Simple  Cholera  

Diarrhoea,  Dysentery  

29 

o 

— 

— 

— 

— 

i 

32 

1S1 

Zoogenous  Diseases. 

Cowpox  and  effects  of  Vaccination 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Other  Diseases  (*^.,  Hydrophobia) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Venkhkai.  Diseases. 

Syphilis  

1 

— 

— - 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

2 

Gonorrh<ca,  Stricture  of  Urethra 

Ski-tic  Diseases. 

1 

i 

3 

Erysipelas 

1 

— ■ 

— 

— 

3 

Py.uinia,  Septicaemia  . ..  .. 

Puerperal  Fever,  Puerperal  Septicaemia 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

2 

8 

6 

7 

II.  Paraaitio  Diieues. 

Thrush  and  Vegetable  Parasitic  DiteoMH 

1 



— 

i 

Worms,  Hydatids  .. 

III.— Dietetic  Disease''. 

— 

Want  of  Breast  Milk,  Starvation 

4 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

4 

2 

Scurvy 

— 

— 

— 

Chrome  Alcoholism,  Delirium  Tremens 

IV  Constitutional  DUoaBCB. 

1 

i 

o 

Rheumatic  Fever,  Rheumatism  of  the  Heart 

— 

— 

— 

— 

i 

1 

7 

Rheumatism 

— 

— 

— 

2 



Gout  ■ . 

— 

— 

— 

— 



Rickets  

i 

3 

— 

— 

— 

4 

40 

7 

Cancer.  Malignant  Disease 

— 

— * 

— 

— * 

10 

10 

11 

84 

Tabes  Mcsent erica  ... 

5 

4 

2 

i 

52 

1 

1 1 

11 

Tubercular  Meningitis,  Hydrocephalus 
Phthisis  

U 

4 

8 

1 

19 

80 

i 

18 

108 

7 

81 

Other  forms  of  Tuberculosis,  Scrofula 

— 

— 

1 

— 

2 

0 

Amentia,  Chlorsosis,  ate.  . . 

1 

— 

i 

1 

2 

1 

— 

8 

2 

Diabetes  Mcllitus 

— 

— 

— 

4 

8 

Other  Constitutional  Diseases 
V.-  Developmental  Diseases- 

Premature  Birth 

48 

— 

— 

— • 

— 

— 

43 

50 

Atelectasis 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

4 

Congenital  Malformations 

;> 

i 

— 

— 

— 

29 

0 

3 

Old  Age 

VI.— Looal  Diseases- 

2 

31 

87 

Diseases  or  Nervous  System. 

n 

Inflammation  of  Brain  oi  Membranes  . . 

0 

1 

4 

— 

— 

23 

25 

Apoplexy,  Softening  of  Brain,  Paralysis 

— 

— 

— 

1 

10 

S3 

60 

65 

Insanity,  Paralysis  of  the  Insane 

— 

— * 

— 

— 

1 

1 

2 

8 

Epilepsy  

— 

— 

1 

1 * 

2 

— 

4 

8 

Convulsions,  Eclampsia  . . 

27 

10 

— 

— 

— 

— 

37 

40 

laryngismus  Stildulus  (Spasm  of  Glottis) 
Disease  of  Spinal  Cord,  Paraplegia 

3 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

4 

4 

1 

— 

— 

1 

— 

1 

1 

4 

3 

Other  Diseases  of  Nervous  System 

— 

1 

— 

— 

i 

2 

— 

4 

2 

Diseases  ok  Circulatory  System. 

Pericarditis  . . 

Valvular  Diseases  of  Heart 

_ 

i 

6 

10 

2 

18 

19 

Syncope 

1 

— 

— 

— 

3 

3 

7 

14 

10 

Other  Diseases  of  Heart  . . 

2 

— 

— 

3 

4 

15 

10 

40 

47 

Aneurism 

1 

Embolism,  Thrombosis 



— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1 

— 

Other  Diseases  of  Blood  Vessels.. 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Carried  forward 

104 

102 

10 

30 

97 

105 

loo 

026 

708 
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Deaths  Registered  in  Aston  Manor.  Classified  according  to 
Diseases  and  Ages. — Continued. 


1894. 

0-1 

Year 

1-5 

5-15 

15-25 

25-45 

45-65 

65  & 
Upw’ds 

Total 

1804  1803 

Brought  over  . . 

1(34 

102 

10 

30 

97 

105 

106 

620 

703 

Diseases  of  Respiratory  System. 

Laryngitis  . . 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1 

Croup.. 

1 

1 

3 

— 

— 

— 

— 

5 

3 

Emphysema,  Asthma 

— 

— 

— 

1 

2 

— 

1 

4 

1 

Bronchitis  . . 

47 

28 

3 

— 

3 

31 

22 

134 

130 

Pneumonia  .. 

27 

19 

2 

7 

12 

IS 

S 

03 

97 

Pleurisy 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

1 

— 

Other  Diseases  of  Respiratory  System . . 

1 

3 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

6 

5 

Diseases  of  Digestive  System. 

Dentition 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1 

Sore  Throat,  Quinsy,  Tonsillitis. . 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

Diseases  of  Stomach 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

2 

2 

6 

8 

Enteritis,  Gastro  Enteritis 

0 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1 

9 

24 

Obstructive  Diseases  of  Intestines 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1 

3 

1 

Peritonitis 

1 

— 

3 

— 

2 

1 

— 

n 

Ascites 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Cirrhosis  of  Liver  . . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

7 

— 

8 

14 

Jaundice,  and  other  Diseases  of  Liver  . 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

4 

1 

6 

6 

Other  Diseases  of  Digestive  System 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

2 

1 

4 

1 

Diseases  of  Urinary  System. 

Nephritis 

— 

1 

1 

— 

1 

1 

2 

6 

0 

Bright’s  Disease,  Albuminuria 

— 

— 

1 

— 

4 

3 

4 

12 

15 

Disease  of  Bladder,  or  of  Prostate 

— 

— 

— 

— 

i 

— 

2 

3 

2 

Other  Diseases  of  the  Urinary  System 

Diseases  of  Reproductive  System. 

— 

“ 

— 

1 

— 

1 

— 

Of  Male  Organs 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 



— 

Of  Female  Organs  . . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

— 

2 

— 

Abortion,  Miscarrage 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

Puerperal  Convulsions 

— 

Placenta  Pnevia,  Flooding 

— 

— 

— 

— 

4 

— 

— 

4 

— 

Other  Accidents  of  Child-Birth 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

2 

3 

Diseases  of  Bones  and  Joints. 

Caries,  Necrosis 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 





1 

1 

Arthritis,  Ostites,  Periostitis 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 





1 

Other  Diseases  of  Bones  and  Joints 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Diseases  of  Integumentary  System. 

Carbuncle,  Phleginon,  Cellulitis 

— 

Other  Diseases  of  Integumentary  System 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

VII- - -Deaths  from  Violence. 

Accident  or  Negligence. 

Fractures  and  Contusions. . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 



— 

Gunshot  Wounds  . . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 



— 

Cut,  Stab 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 



— 

Burn,  Scald  . . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 



2 

Poison 



— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 



1 

Drowning 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

— 

— 

2 

1 

Suffocation  . . 

8 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

S 

8 

Otherwise 

2 

— 

1 

— 

1 

— 

3 

7 

3 

Homicide. 

Manslaughter  

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Murder 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Suicide. 

Gunshot  Wounds 

— 

— 



— 

— 



— 



— 

Cut,  Stab 



— 



— 

— 

1 

— 

1 

— 

Poison 



— 



— 

— 

1 

— 

1 

— 

Drowning 

— 

— 



— 

— 

1 

— 

1 

— 

Hanging  : 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

2 

1 

4 

2 

Otherwise 

— 

— 

-• 

— 

1 

— 

— 

1 

— 

VIII. -Deaths  from  Ill-Defined  and  not 
Speoified  Causes- 

Dropsy 



— 



— 



— 



3 

Debility,  Atrophy,  Inanition  

25 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

20 

35 

Marasmus  .. 

20 

4 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

24 

52 

Mortification  

— 

— 



— 

— 

— 

1 

1 

4 

Tumour 



— 



— 

— 



— 





Abscess 

1 

— 



— 

1 

— 

— 

2 



Haemorrhage 

Sudden  Death  (cause  not  ascertained)  . . 

Other  not  Specified  or  Ill-defined  Causes 
“ Natural  Causes  " 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

5 

Total  .. 

310 

159 

32 

44 

138 

1S4 

159 

1020 

1,217 
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A S T O N M A NOR. 


SUMMARY  OF  WORK  DONE  IN  THE  SANITARY  DEPARTMENT 

DURING  THE  YEAR  1894. 


Notices  Served,  and  Nuisances , Src , abated  during  the  past  Twelve  Months. 


Notices 
left  on  Hooks 

Nature  of  Nuisances.  Dec.  31st, 

Drains  requiring  opening,  trapping, 

&c.  ...  ...  ...  ...  7 

Drains  requiring  disconnection 

between  house  and  sewer  ...  — . 

Insufficient  drainage  ...  ...  — 

Accumulation  of  manure  ...  — . 

Overcrowded  houses  ...  ...  — . 

Filthy  houses  ...  ...  ...  — . 

„ privies  ..  ...  ...  — . 

„ workshops  & bakehouses .. . — 

„ slaughterhouses  & cowsheds  — . 

„ milkshops ...  ...  ...  — 

Defective  or  want  of  yard  paving...  — 
Dilapidated  buildings  ...  ...  2 

Defective  eaves  & down  spouting  4 
Middens  wet  & offensive  to  alter  5 
Privies  and  middens  requiring 
conversion  into  water-closets 
and  dry  ashpits  ...  ...  — . 

Insufficient  privy  accommodation  — . 

Want  of  urinals  ...  ...  ..  — . 

Animals  kept  as  a nuisance  ..  — . 

Water  in  cellars  ...  ...  ...  — . 

Houses  without  water  supply  ..  — . 

Polluted  wells  ...  ...  ...  — . 

Houses  to  cleanse  after  infectious 
disease  ...  ...  ...  6 


Notices 

Notices 

Notices 

Houses  in 

served 

complied  with 

left  on  Hooks 

connection 

during 

during 

Dec.  31st, 

with 

'894' 

1S94. 

1894. 

Notices. 

520 

...  520 

...  7 .. 

L752 

52 

...  52 

...  — 

i52 

55 

•••  54 

...  1 

168 

76 

75 

1 

86 

5 

5 

...  — . 

6 

202 

...  197 

...  5 . 

831 

144 

...  141 

...  3 . 

758 

45 

• ••  45 

• • . ■ • 

81 

1 1 

11 

...  — 

1 1 

17 

16 

...  1 

58 

.3 '3 

...  310 

...  5 . 

962 

218 

...  217 

...  5 . 

545 

162 

...  160 

...  7 . 

439 

2 

...  2 

...  

...  2 

3 

3 

...  

5 

M 

14 

...  

107 

79 

79 

...  

86 

3 

3 

...  — 

9 

4 

4 

...  

19 

2 

2 

. . . 

8 

261 

264 

•••  3 

...  261 

188 

2,174 

38 

6,346 

Total  ...  24 

139  water-closets  have  been  substituted  for  privies  and  middens  requiring  alteration. 


Houses  disinfected  by  Inspector  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  354 

Lots  of  bedding  and  clothing  disinfected  ...  ...  ...  ...  331 

Notices  sent  to  Schools  of  cases  of  infectious  diseases  ...  ...  ...  330 

Visits  of  Inspector  to  slaughterhouses  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  635 

„ „ to  butchers’ and  provision  shops  ...  ...  ..  871 

„ ,,  to  workshops  and  bakehouses  ..  ...  ...  394 

Samples  of  water  taken  to  Medical  Officer  ...  ...  ...  ...  10 

Cases  reported  on  to  „ „ ...  ...  ...  ...  544 
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Observations  on  chimneys  ... 

Chimneys  emitting  black  smoke  over  twelve  minutes  in  hour 
Number  of  milk  dealers  on  the  Register  ... 

„ cowsheds  ,,  „ 

Licenses  issued  for  hackney  carriages 

„ ,,  drivers  of  hackney  carriages 

„ „ sale  of  petroleum 


98 

*5 

357 

10 

53 

75 

H 


FOOD  AND  DRUGS  ACTS,  1875-9. 

During  the  twelve  months  ending  Dec.  31st,  1894,  220  samples  have  been 
taken  for  the  purpose  of  analysis,  under  the  provisions  of  the  above  Acts,  viz.  : 


Nature  of 
Articles. 

Number  of  Samples 
taken. 

Genuine. 

Adulterated. 

Cream 

Abstracted. 

Poor  in 
Quality. 

Cautioned  by  the 
Committee. 

Prosecutions. 

Dismissed. 

Fines, 
s.  d. 

Costs, 
s.  d. 

Milk  

154 

135 

5 

3 

II 

6 

2 

I 

IO  0 

1 1 6 

Butter 

34 

33 

I 

— 

— 

I 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Lard  

I 

I 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Coffee 

13 

13 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Mustard 

3 

3 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Pepper  . . . 

5 

5 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Cod  Liver  Oil 

I 

I 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Paregoric  ... 

I 

I 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Spirits 

8 

7 

I 

— 

— 

I 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Totals  .. 

220 

199 

7 

3 

1 1 

8 

2 

I 

10  0 

11  6 

EXTENT  OF  ADULTERATION  DURING 


MILK:  - 


BUTTER  : — 
WHISKEY  : — 


1 1 Samples  were  poor  in  quality. 

1 Sample  was  adulterated  with  5%  of  added  water, 

r >>  >j  m io/a  ,,  ,, 

2 Samples  were  ,,  ,,  15%  ,,  ,, 

I Sample  was  ,,  ,,  20%  ,,  ,, 

1 ,,  ,,  deficient  of  a small  portion  of  cream 

1 ,,  ,,  ,,  of  15%  of  its  cream, 

t ,,  )>  ) T Of  25/£  ,, 

i Sample  was  adulterated  with  So%  of  foreign  fat. 

1 Sample  was  7^  degrees  below  standard. 


1894. 


LEGAL  PROCEEDINGS. 


Number 
of  Summonses. 

Nature  of  Offence. 

Remarks. 

I 

6 

Keeping  Pigs  as  a Nuisance. 
Plying  for  Hire  without  License. 

To  abate  in  14  days. 

Two  dismissed,  one  absconded. 
Two  fined  2/6  each,  and  one  5/-, 
without  costs. 

BENJAMIN  BOLT,  Inspector. 


Summary  of  the  Work  of  the  Night-soil  Department  and  of  Disinfection  during  1894  and 

previous  Twelve  Years. 
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* Total  Tonnage,  19,549  tons.  A.  TRE ADAWAY,  Superinle7ident. 


\ 


III  KM  I N<  ill  AM  : 

ItUCKMtK  BROTHERS,  PRINTERS,  HIGH  STREET. 


7K7:5Cx>£!: 


